
SUPPORT NETWORK

Proactive schools that provide access to sport and physical
activity opportunities beyond the school day, through the
utilisation of their facilities, when necessary, to serve the needs of
the community. 
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WELSHPOOL CHURCH IN
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This project was run in collaboration with Powys County Council
Education services, Sport Wales, Welshpool Church In Wales
School, Action for Children and the WRU. Ensuring there is a cross
section of partners involved is important, the relationship
between the club, Action for Children and the school was
fortuitous in some respects, as they weren’t all aware of each
other prior to the collaboration of partners brought together by
the Active Education Beyond the School Day funding. However,
because the NGB representative was aware the school was looking
to engage more community groups, they could therefore connect
the existing club to a new facility with mutual benefits. Action for
Children’s group was supported to take part in physical activity
sessions mainly disability rugby and access a suitable venue, and
the WRU inclusion officer had a ready-made group with sufficient
numbers to provide a good experience for participants, introduce
additional participants and develop and grow participation. In
separate interviews, interviewees described each other as
“welcoming” “fantastic”, “incredible” and (working with them) “has
been amazing”.

Welshpool Church In Wales school recieved funding from the
Welsh Government in order to pilot access to facilities beyond the
school day for partners that would directly impact the pupils and
the community surrounding the school.
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The Headteacher strongly agreed with the following statements: 

 The project has increased the variety of sport and physical activity
offered;

 The project has encouraged previously inactive children to become
involved in sport and physical activity;

 The project has encouraged previously active children to become
involved in the additional activity provided; 

 The project has improved the school’s relationship with the wider
community;

 The school has had increased engagement with the wider community
since the pilot started;

 Senior leadership team are happy with how the programme has been
delivered.

This was enabled by the school headteacher being a representative
on the national and local Community Focussed Schools (CFS)
groups, and was able to make connections easily and effectively.
The Headteacher actively reached out to other schools and
community groups to develop further community use of the
school’s new facilities.  One of the supporting factors was having
capacity to do this role. The school had access to a school
coordinator (and subsequently receiving funding from CFS for a
second officer) to engage with families and the wider community.
This active engagement is again supported by evidence from the
school’s latest Estyn inspection report which stated that “The
school knows its pupils, their backgrounds and the local
community very well”, and “Leaders have a solid understanding of
the diverse needs of individual pupils and the local community,
they have a 'can do' approach and strive with great passion to
meet these needs effectively.”
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Those involved in this programme are highly motivated to
sustain the provision beyond the funding period and see this as

their responsibility: “responsibility for sustainability lies with
us...If the ‘free’ element changes, it won’t be the end of it”

(WRU). 

The pilot was hugely valued, as illustrated by this comment
about AEBSD funding. 

“It has been phenomenal really to be part of this. It is going to
improve life chances of these children. If they get into sport
they can go a long way, with their physical health, with their

mental health, with a career in sport... it opens so many doors,
it makes you a sociable person, they get to know people from

the wider area”. (Headteacher)
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 The disability club provides a good transition opportunity for pupils
who will enrol at the nearby Special School. The school’s facilities are

made available at no cost to the WRU for the weekly wheelchair
sessions. This adds to an inclusive rugby offer in the region. A

representative from WRU noted that they hold a similar club in
Newtown, but there are huge costs to hire facilities at the Leisure

Centre, nor are the acoustics good for participants with neurological
disabilities, whereas the indoor hall at the school has great acoustics

and “is ideal. A couple of attendees at the Newtown session now
travel to the Welshpool one because of this.” 

In several clubs based at Welshpool Church in Wales School there is
a mix of current pupils and those who attend other schools nearby.

There is a consistent offer (also supporting parents) as the club
continues in some of the holiday periods.

BENEFICIARIES

A very positive

outcome has emerged

for one young person,

who has gone from

the school club to

join a community

rugby club. 

 The Headteacher commented: 

“The session is allowing us to be inclusive and that is one of our

values and ethos for us because we have such a diverse demographic

here and the fact we can work with different sports in different

ways has just helped us increase that diversity.”
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 The WRU SAID:

‘it’s a shame it’s no longer running in welshpool CIW

but it does show the value OF PARTNERSHIP WORK. If

the school or action for children attempted this on

their own, it would no longer exist in any capacity.

if we would have started it on our own we would

have never reached those children. as it stands, the

session still continues, we still get signposts and we

can signpost others on, it is an opportunity that

will continue to develop’

How it’s
going

phase 2

 Year 2 development:

Unfortunately their is only one session running now, which has been
moved to Newtown due to Action for Children unable to staff two

sessions a week (one at Welshpool CIW and one in Newtown).
The session has fantastic support from local schools and will

continue running under the WRU. 


